MEETING MINUTES

VALLEY AREA COMMUNITY POLICING COUNCIL

THURSDAY, October 27, 2016

              APD Training Facility
ALBUQUERQUE, NM

I. CALL TO ORDER: Chair Jim Souter

The meeting was called to order at 6:00PM.

II. COUNCILOR ROLL CALL: Chair Jim Souter

Present:

James Souter - Chair

Edwina Kiro – Vice Chair

Richard Deichsel - Secretary

Joan Wierzba

Kathleen O’Malley

Maxine Cowton
Paul Watson

Officer Regina Sanchez
Absent

Sgt. David Rogers
Also Present:
Consultants:
Commander Olvera-+
Lt. Sanchez

Celina Espinoza, APD, Communications and Community Outreach Director

Nicole Chavez-Lucero

Ed Harness, CPOA Director

Facilitator:
David Gold

Community members present: See attached sign in sheet

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion to approve the agenda was made by James Souter, seconded by Richard Deichsel, and approved by voice vote.


IV. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2016 MINUTES
Motion to approve the September 22, 2016 minutes was made by James Souter, seconded by Richard Deichsel, and approved by voice vote.

V. PRESENTERS: HOMELESSNESS – “PEOPLE IN CRISIS” 
A. Beth Brownell – Stronghurst Neighborhood
a. Small three block area in near Edith and Candelaria. Active politically. 10 years ago there was intent to place a shelter for 120 men, 2 blocks away.
i. Men would walk through twice a day from downtown.

ii. Fought actively two years.
iii. Initially there was resistance from homeless advocates but eventually a brilliant one worked with the neighborhood. 

b. I volunteered there for 8 years. I sit on both sides now, homeless and neighborhood advocate. 
i. There are now 90 men there and everything works well.
ii. I always feel safe when I’m working there as the people living there assure safety.

c. Mental Health Solutions Response Team
i. Idea is to keep homeless and neighborhoods safe.
ii. Work with new homeless shelters to device solutions.

iii. Recent development – team is 6 months old.

B. Merritt Tulley – North Valley Coalition NH Associations

a. SRT Solutions Response Team. Councilor Benton started with push from NH representatives.
i. Services are moving North of Lomas: Santa Barbara, Martineztown.

ii. We wanted to get ahead of issues. Wanted a seat at table. We don’t have it yet.
b. For solutions. Don’t want disinvestment that comes with homeless services. Avoid blighted neighborhoods.

c. Not anti-homeless. We want a solution that works for everyone. For many only source of wealth is home. 
C. Jenny Metzler – Albuquerque Healthcare for the Homeless 
a. 30 year history. Been there 16 or 17 years. 

b. Federal qualified health center. Health service for people without homes. 501c3.
i. Our population should be able to get services elsewhere. $8 million budget.

ii. Mental health. Art therapy, civic engagement. Extensive social services team. 
iii. We don’t provide housing, but can connect to housing.
c. We do outreach. 
i. Obamacare has been good for homeless. Homelessness is extreme poverty.

ii. Was 10-15% eligible. 80% now eligible. Now have access to more services.
d. Housing is the solution to homelessness. 

i. Used to be that people needed to meet conditions before homes were provided.

ii. Now homes are given first. This promotes better health. Homelessness will kill you and make you sick. 

iii. 85-92% retention in housing. People are healthier. We know it works.

iv. 1 year ago opened new resource center. We worked with Wells Park NH first. Talked to neighbors first. Valley Area command has been great. We wanted to be part of vitality of neighborhood.
D. Michelle Fracosi – MHRAC Committee 
a. Retired mental health advocate with for Public Defender.

i. 20% NM resident live below 2008 poverty level $10,400/year.

ii. 46% of New Mexicans have less than 16K/year

iii. Veterans 10-12% are homeless.
iv. Average age is 48. 36% higher than housed persons.
v. 30% mentally ill.

b. Many homeless have criminal history. Landlords won’t rent to them.
i. Many get criminal records from being actions that result from homelessness.
ii. ¼ population at MDC has a severe mental disorder.
c. Homeless have considerable trauma. They live in a public space. 
E. Rob Thomas – Dream Center
a. Dream Center new concept in Albuquerque. Started in 1994 in LA.  Worked with LA and Phoenix. Faith based organization.
b. Success in LA.

i. Faith based organization. Try to fill gaps and needs. 
ii. Helped 80,000 people. 360,000 sq. ft. took 20 years to refurbish.

iii. First four years: 72% in violent crime and prostitution. 
c. Phoenix is helped 40,000 people. 160 room hotel still being remodeled.
d. Old Gibson Medical Center in Albuquerque
i. 550,000 sq. ft. space. 

ii. Initial phase is to provide detox for trafficking victims. Requires live in space.

iii. Facility is almost complete. Will house up to 1000/month. 

iv. I25/I40 is major sex trafficking corridor.

v. Phase II will be decided after consultation with other organizations.

vi. Dream Center is privately funded.
e. Looking to collaborate with other organizations to fill in holes and gaps. 

i. Neighborhood association has sent nasty emails, but has not tried to engage in conversation. We would like to talk to them when they are ready.

ii. We want to do job creation and skills training. Working with appliance repair and coding for a tech company.

f. We are faith-based. We tell people who we are, but it is not a requirement to receive services. 

i. We are a faith-based organization, not a church.

ii. Question: Will some homeless be turned off dealing with a faith-based organization.

1. Our intention is not to be religious, just to love people.

g. Question: do homeless organizations compete?
i. There is some competition, but also cooperation.

h. Question: does APD tell homeless about services?

i. Yes there is a card that describes all services available.

VI. OFFICIAL BUSINESS

A. Next Meeting November 17th with SE Area CPC. 
VII. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn was made at 8:00 PM by Joan Wierzba, seconded by Edwina Kiro, and approved by voice vote

Minutes respectfully submitted by:

Richard Deichsel - Secretary

